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ABOUT THE POEM
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The rose is angry with gazer because the latter is
oblivious of the fact that the rose will wither away
SOON.

The red colour of the rose shows not its freshness
as is commonly believed but its anger with the
short-sighted.

In the third stanza, the spring season with its
innumerable pleasures, is compared to a box
containing many sweets.

In the last stanza the everlasting virtuous soul is
compared to seasoned timber which will never
turn to ashes. Thus Herbert uses a string of dainty
image to drive home the point that only virtue
lasts for ever. All other objects are transient.
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